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The McNaught Homestead
Preservation Society
Presents A Ghost Walk
Saturday, October 27 th from 6:309:30pm at the McNaught
Homestead - approx. 5 km south
of Beaverlodge on highway 722.
We will be hosting our 2 nd annual
McNaught Ghost walk. The night
will include a haunted yard,
children’s crafts, refreshments
and Treat Bags. For information
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President’s Message by Betty Gaudin
What a wonderful Summer! The 100th
Anniverery and Festival in July was a huge success.
People really enjoyed the Friday evening show of
art by Euphemia, some of which had not been
shown previously as well as music, wine and
cheese. Saturday evening was a feast of beef on a
bun, salads and treats. Catered beautifully by Allen
and Mickey Olsenberg. Live music and a bit of outdoor dancing, horse drawn wagon rides by Randy
Nichol and family made for lots of fun. Sunday
was the usual Festival activities of artists,
strawberry tea, music, crafts for kids wagon rides
and even a petting zoo that was so popular that it
will be a must for next year.
Earlier in the summer we organized a Bird
and Bat house building day with the expertise of
Ken Jones of Fairview. We had students from three
schools; Beaverlodge Elementary, St. Mary’s and
Elmworth. Great cooperation received from the
staff and students working on a contest to select six
grade fives winners.

or to volunteer call Erin at

780-354-8836.
Admission by donation

Figure 1. Students learning drawing techniques from
Marjorie Henn in the studio on field trip

The best news was that it resulted in us
hosting three field days for St. Mary’s, Elmworth
and Valhalla schools in late June. Some art
sketching lessons by Marjorie Henn and Vicki
Hotte and assistance from Tess Forbes, followed by
nature hikes. We know that the original teachers
Euphemia, Isabel, and Margaret would be delighted
that we at last had some school kids back in the
building. Along that line, we recently heard from
Pat Harris (resident in Amisk Lodge), that she
remembers being at the homestead for the
“opening” celebration of the Appleton School
turned Studio after its move to the site.
Pat thought that it was likely 1951 and she wonders
if anyone else is left to remember this happy event?
She is sure that the Mackies were there but is unable
to name the others. Any ideas?
EVENTS: This fall we have two events
planned. Another Bird and Bat House building
session with Ken Jones is planned for October 13th
1:00 p.m. A fee of $10.00 per person will be
charged to cover costs. Anyone interested may call
me at 354-8118. Secondly, we’re hosting the Ghost
Walk again Oct 27th. Everyone is welcome.
Barn renovations are in the works, hopefully
to get that finished. Drawings, plans and cost
estimates should soon be ready re the boardwalk
and viewing Platform, another ongoing project.
I hope that everyone reading this message continues
to support us, renew memberships, keep checking
the Web-site and just follow along as the very good
friend you are!

100th Anniversary Celebration by Marjory Henn
In Honor of the 100th Anniversary of the
McNaught Homestead a special exhibit was
mounted to celebrate the artistic legacy and history
of members of the family. A wine and cheese
opening of this show on Friday evening July 20th
kicked off the weekend celebration of the 9th
Annual Euphemia McNaught Festival.
Included in this exhibit were pen & ink
maps and an oil portrait of a McNaught ancestor
done in the 1800’s by John McNaught. Work in
oils, watercolor, pen & ink, pastel, tempura,
charcoal, batik and pencil by Euphemia McNaught,
her sisters Margaret and Isobel and first cousin
Mary McNaught showed a diversity of talent in that
generation.

Figure 3. Some of the art work on display in the studio

Niece Peggy Martin, her son Peter and
numerous grandchildren and great grandchildren
made up the next component with work in wood,
photography, lino cuts, prints, batik and digital
image pieces. Cousin Marjorie Henn and daughter
Naomi completed the list with pieces in watercolor.
To those who were new to the history and work of
the McNaught family this was an interesting and
diverse mix of artwork. The Schoolhouse Studio,
once used as Euphemia’s own studio, once again
provided a venue which in past years had been a
hub of entertaining and display of artwork when she
and her sisters lived there.

Figure 2. Wagon rides with Randy Nichol's Team
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Festival Artists doing demos on the Sunday
afternoon did an excellent job of showing the public
the intricacies of their art. Antler carving, weaving,
raku pottery, jewellery making, drawing, painting,
lace making and photography provided a mix of
mediums for all to see.
In the Studio/Schoolhouse along with the
Art on display, writer and poet Catherine
McLaughlin gave a talk on Euphemia and read
poetry. Local Horseman Tom Brown rode around
the site with his pack mule and horse to entertain
and give the McNaught love of horses a live touch.
The horse drawn wagon driven by Randy Nichol
and daughter was a total hit and was kept busy all
afternoon taking the public for a drive through the
homestead fields and bluffs.

Figure 5. Doris McFarlane, Doug Mackie and Betty
Gaudin at studio

Observation Platform Project
The purpose of this project is to establish an
observation platform on the edge of the lake with
access to it from the McNaught Homestead site.
This would provide public access to viewing the
lake and wildlife throughout the year
We are in the process of completing
drawings, material lists and estimates so the project
proposal can be submitted to SRD for our
construction permit.
Funding and Sponsorship - Ducks Unlimited
has indicated it may have some funds to commit to
this project. However, we are seeking funds and/or
materials from as many sources (sponsors) as
possible. A list of potential donors is being
compiled for consideration along with an estimated
cost.

Website News
In December 2010 our new website was launched
(www.mcnaught-homestead-heritage.com with the
site being new and evolving we are enthused with
the average of 450-500 visitors a month since the
summer. If you have any news, questions or wish to
contact the McNaught Homestead Preservation
Society you are welcome to use the "Contact" form
on the website

Donations are welcome and necessary for
Homestead Preservation work!
As a Society we depend on fund raising and
donations to be able to apply for matching grants to
provide the money for various projects in the
preservation of the Homestead. Large or small, we
accept them all!! We must have a minimum of
$5,000 in donations for a given year in order to
apply. We can provide a Tax receipt for your
contribution. This is one of the ways to help us in our
efforts. Donations can be sent to McNaught
homestead Society, Box 879, Beaverlodge, AB T0H
0C0.
Figure 4. Tom Brown and his pack outfit
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Annual General Meeting
Mark your calendar for February 2013
for the annual meeting; date to be announced.
All are welcome.

On Site Report by Randy Boettcher
The year 2012 was another very busy year for on
site work. General site maintenance included
mowing and preparations for the 100th Anniversary
Celebration and Open House and Tea, were major
efforts this summer. Also preparation of the old
garden site continued and should be ready for next
spring. The Society was fortunate this year to
receive funding to hire Tess Forbes for most of the
summer thru the Hire a Student Program. She was a
great worker and helped to organize many
requirements for the 100th Celebration.

Figure 6. Betty Gaudin & Vera Hartman, faithful
volunteers at the registration table.

Board of Directors
Betty Gaudin, Chair
Kyla Martin, Vice Chair
Vicki Hotte, Secretary
Lori Dalgleish, Treasurer

Membership Gifts
At only $10, a one-year membership may be a welcome
gift for one or more of your friends. Mail your request
to the McNaught Homestead Preservation Society, Box
879, Beaverlodge, AB T0H 0C0. See membership
form on this page! Members receive up to two
newsletters per year, and are also encouraged to
become active as volunteers for projects and events.

Arlene Martin
Ted Smyth
Marjorie Henn
Marilyn Snell
Don Nelson
Sheila Zumwalt
Doris McFarlane

Marjorie Taylor
Dalton Longson
Erin Dwernychuk
Angie Patterson
Peter Martin
Todd Shraber
Catherine McLaughlin

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Membership Form 2013 (due in January or pay now)
$10 per year
Label code: if 2011 or older your membership is due

□ Renewal

□

new

□ gift;

donated by .......................................

Name ......................................................
Address ..........................................................................
City ..................................

Prov. .............

Phone Number ....................................

PCode ...........................

E-mail .......................................................

Return to: McNaught Homestead Society, Box 879 Beaverlodge, AB T0H 0C0
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Web Site www.mcnaught-homestead-heritage.com

